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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Repeals a Class A misdemeanor animal cruelty offense for 

failing unreasonably to provide necessary food, water, care, or shelter for an animal in a 

person’s care. Creates a new Class A misdemeanor animal cruelty offense for forsaking an 

animal entirely or neglecting or refusing to provide and perform the legal obligation for care and 

support of an animal. Creates a new Class A misdemeanor animal cruelty offense for 

abandoning an animal to suffer injury or malnutrition or abandoning any animal in a street, 

road, or public place without providing for the care, sustenance, protection, and shelter of such 

animal and the offender is the owner, possessor, or has lawful charge or custody of the animal. 

 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
NOT SIGNIFICANT 

 

 Assumptions: 

 

 According to the Administrative Office of the Courts and the District Attorneys General 

Conference, the proposed legislation is not expected to result in a significant number of 

new misdemeanor cases each year. Any impact can be accommodated within existing 

resources. 

 It is assumed that the District Public Defenders Conference can accommodate any 

impact to its caseload within the conference’s existing resources.  

 

CERTIFICATION: 

 
 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

        
Lucian D. Geise, Executive Director 
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